The legacy of Johann Ludwig Krapf, first Protestant missionary to East Africa, has long been a matter of discussion. [1] His first posting was to Ethiopia, but the mission was forced to leave before it was properly established. In Mombasa and its hinterland he and his companions made only a tiny handful of converts, the mission he established became a backwater, and his grand missionary strategy proved a nonstarter. This lack of apparent success gave the Church Missionary Society (CMS) pause for thought: "It was natural that some discouragement should be felt at the result so far of the large designs formed for the evangelization of Africa; but after the most anxious and careful review of all the circumstances of the Mission, the Committee felt that the disappointments hitherto met with must be regarded rather as a trial of their faith than as an indication of God's will that the enterprise should be abandoned." [2] T i  s  s  i  o  n  ,  K  r  a  p  f  h  i  m  s  e  l  f  m  a  y  h  a  v  e  b  e  e  n  u  n  s  u  r  p  r  i  s  e  d  t  h  a  t  h  e  a  n  d  h  i  s  c  o  l  l  e  a  g  u  e  s  m  a  d  e  o  n  l  y  s  l  o  w  p  r  o  g  r  e  s  s  .  B  a  s  e  l  m  i  s  s  i  o  n  a  r  i  e  s  i  n  W  e  s  t  A  f  r  i  c  a  f  o  u  n  d  t  h  e  i  r  w  o  r  k  eu  a  l  l  y  s  l  o  w  a  t  f  i  r  s  t  ;  t  h  e  e  m  p  h  a  s  i  s  w  a  s  o  n  f  a  i  t  h  f  u  l  n  e  s  s  r  a  t  h  e  r  t  h  a  n  o  n  s  p  e  c  t  a  c  u  l  a  r  r  e  s  u  l  t  s  .  [  7  ]  K  r  a  p  f  w  a  s  o  n  e  o  f  a  n  u  m  b  e  r  o  f  L  u  t  h  e  r  a  n  s  t  r  a  i  n  e  d  a  t  t  h  e  B  a  s  e  l  M  i  s  s  i  o  n  a  r  y  I  n  s  t  i  t  u  t  e  w  h  o  w  o  r  k  e  d  f  o  r  t  h  e  C  M  S  i  n  t  h  e  e  a  r  l  y  p  a  r  t  o  f  t  h  e  n  i  n  e  t  e  e  n  t  h  c  e  n  t  u  r  y  .  B  o  r  n  i  n  1  8  1  0  ,  n  e  a  r  T  ü  b  i  n  g  e  n  i  n  l  a  r  g  e  l  y  P  r  o  t  e  s  t  a  n  t  W  ü  r  t  t  e  m  b  e  r  g  ,  h  e  w  a  s   i  m  m  e  r  s  e  d  i  n  P  i  e  t  i  s  m  .  I  n   T  r  a  v  e  l  s  ,  R  e  s  e  a  r  c  h  e  s  ,  a  n  d  M  i  s  s  i  o  n  a  r  y  L  a  b  o  u  r  s  i  n  E  a  s  t  A  f  r  i  c  a   h  e  t  e  l  l  s  u  s  l  i  t  t  l  e  a  b  o  u  t  h  i  s  f  a  m  i  l  y  e  x  c  e  p  t  t  h  a  t  h  i  s  f  a  t  h  e  r  w  a  s  a  c  o  m  f  o  r  t  a  b  l  y  -o  f  f  f  a  r  m  e  r  a  n  d  t  h  a  t  h  e  w  a  s  o  n  e  o  f  f  o  u  r  c  h  i  l  d  r  e  n  .  H  e  s  e  e  m  s  t  o  h  a  v  e  b  e  e  n  a  n  o  v  e  r  s  e  r  i  o  u  s  c  h  i  l  d  ;  h  e  s  u  f  f  e  r  e  d  a  s  i  x  -m  o  n  t  h  -l  o  n  g  i  l  l  n  e  s  s  f  o  l  l  o  w  i  n  g  a  s  e  v  e  r  e  b  e  a  t  i  n  g  f  o  r  a  f  a  u  l  t  h  e  d  i  d  n  o  t  c  o  m  m  i  t  ,  a  n  d  r  e  p  o  r  t  e  d  ,  '  L  e  f  t  t  o  m  y  s  e  l  f  m  y  t  h  o  u  g  h  t  s  d  w  e  l  t  m  u  c  h  u  p  o  n  e  t  e  r  n  i  t  y  ;  a  n  d  t  h  e  r  e  a  d  i  n  g  o  f  t  h  e  B  i  b  l  e  a  n  d  d  e  v  o  t  i  o  n  a  l  b  o  o  k  s  b  e  c  a  m  e  m  y  d  e  l  i 
Krapf's first posting was to Ethiopia, where he worked from 1837 to 1842, when he was forced to return to Cairo. Here he made his first long overland journey, and armed already with some knowledge of Ge'ez and Amharic, he set out to master the Cushitic speech of the Oromo people (whom he knew as the Galla), the dominant people throughout much of central and southern Ethiopia. His first publications date from this period, with translations of the Gospels of John and Matthew into Oromo, as well as a first grammar and vocabulary. In 1842 his pioneering linguistic achievements were recognized when he was awarded an honorary doctorate at Tübingen University. He became obsessed with the idea that the Oromo, whom he described as "the most intellectual people of Eastern Africa," [14] were the key to the evangelization of the continent, and when driven out of Ethiopia, he determined to reach them via Mombasa. The move back to Germany marked the beginning of a new phase of Krapf's missionary activity, not his retirement from it. He became an adviser to others on mission work in eastern Africa, making several further visits to Africa in this connection, of which the 1853 visit to Ethiopia in connection with Bishop Gobat's mission was the first. In the years that followed he did what he could to raise support in Germany for this mission. The most significant of his African visits was that to East Africa in 1862 to help Thomas Wakefield of the United Methodist Free Church to found a mission there. He chose a site for the mission at Ribe, not far from Rabai, and it was both men's hope that this mission would be a stepping stone to the Oromo. Indeed, Methodist missionaries did make contact with some of the more southerly migrant Oromo, but this was not the breakthrough that had been hoped for.
[20] The Methodist Church in Kenya dates back to this pioneer mission. Roy Bridges has pointed out that Krapf's influence in Germany was greater than in Britain. Several Lutheran missions that took up work in East Africa, including the Bavarian Evangelical Lutheran Mission founded in response to his death, owed something to the inspiration of his life and work. [21] These later missions were to work under colonial rule, which broke open the self-containment of precolonial societies that had proved such a barrier to Krapf and his companions. l  a  s  s  i  f  i  e  d  a  s  N  i  l  o  -H  a  m  i  t  i  c  ,  a  n  d  s  e  v  e  r  a  l  B  a  n  t  u  l  a  n  g  u  a  g  e  s  .  H  i  s  o  b  s  e  r  v  a  t  i  o  n  s  o  n  t  h  e  s  e  a  n  d  o  n  t  h  e  r  e  l  a  t  i  o  n  s  h  i  p  s  a  n  d  c  o  n  t  r  a  s  t  s  b  e  t  w  e  e  n  t  h  e  m  l  a  i  d  a  b  a  s  i  s  f  o  r  f  u  r  t  h  e  r  e  t  h  n  o  g  r  a  p  h  i  c  s  t  u  d  i  e  s  .  T  r  a  n  s  l  a  t  i  o  n  s 
